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September generally signals new starts, from students starting or 
returning to school and university to the resumption of social 
activities. Here in the West we all look forward in hope to a new, 
less restricted season.  
 
In this charming piece, Emily Dickinson personifies “hope” as a bird 
which resides in the human soul, providing comfort and solace in 
the toughest times. 
 
 

    “Hope” -  Emily Dickinson, 1891 
 
“Hope” is the thing with feathers 
 That perches in the soul 
And sings the tune without the words 
 And never stops at all. 
 
And sweetest in the Gale is heard 
 And sore must be the storm, 
That could abash this little Bird 
 That kept so many warm. 
 
I’ve heard it in the chillest land, 
 And on the strangest Sea;  
Yet never in Extremity, 
 It asked a crumb of me.  
  

Reflection 



From the West Manse 

 
Those of you who weren’t at the joint service at St 
Andrew’s (whether in-person or online) on the 1st 
Sunday in August will have missed the 
unintentional moment of drama with which I finished - although 
you may have heard about it. In a nutshell, after pronouncing the 
benediction I took a step off the chancel, misjudged the number 
of steps and fell forward onto my hands and knees on the stone 
floor. At least, I think that is what happened.  
 
The result of the mishap was a swollen foot with an egg-sized 
lump on the top, a fair deal of pain, and a fretful spell wondering if 
I would make it to see my family in Glasgow and Inverness when I 
was due to go on holiday a week later. Two and a half weeks after 
the fall, the lump is considerably smaller, the pain is minimal and I 
am walking relatively normally. More importantly, I have been to 
see the Glasgow family and hopefully by the time this letter is 
published, I will also have made the trip to Inverness.  
 
The irony that the sermon that day focused on humility, or that 
we sang ‘Courage brother do not stumble’ was not lost on me! I 
am not a big fan of the ‘everything happens for a reason’ 
philosophy as it often causes great pastoral pain among people 
understandably calling out ‘why’ to God in anguish. Certainly, no 
one observing the current unfolding tragedy in Afghanistan could 
think that all that mass suffering is somehow part of a deliberate 
plan God made. Sometimes, terrible things just happen.  
 
However, I do believe that God is somehow in what happens to 
us, and that when we pay attention to his presence and any 
lessons there may be in it for us, sometimes we find moments of 
blessing or things to be grateful for.  



 
In my case, a simple blessing was having to slow down in the week 
before my holiday started. The anxiety and frustration was 
difficult, but by the time I made it to Glasgow I was both better 
rested than I had been at the beginning of the week, and deeply, 
profoundly grateful for the ability to see family - something not 
everyone has, especially at the moment. 
 
By the time this letter is published, I will be due back in post to 
start what will undoubtedly be a busy and challenging season. I 
have a wedding in my first week back, and the diary for that week 
is already filling up. Services will still require a bit of adjustment 
here and there as we work our way through what ‘normal’ looks 
like in an autumn of ‘guidelines’ rather than restrictions. A new 
presbytery plan needs to be agreed by the end of next year and 
work will be ongoing with St Andrew’s to figure out how our 
relationship will develop and what shared mission should look like 
in Inverurie. 
 
I don’t think any of us are stepping forward at the moment with 
great confidence. It is still a profoundly strange time in our global 
history. We’ve all had a kind of sudden fall, and enforced hiatus. 
Some of us have rested, and some of us have been anxious. Many 
of us have been both. We can now get about a bit more, but it’s 
all still a bit lumpy and awkward at times. 
 
Fortunately, God doesn’t mind our lumpiness. Hopefully we can 
also always lean on one another, if we need to. Certainly I felt 
surrounded by support from all of you, after my stumble. Several 
people even offered to drive me to Glasgow! That type of 
kindness gladdens God’s heart, and mine. So let’s move into the 
autumn with confidence in God’s provision, even when we 
stumble. 



 
“The Lord makes firm the steps of the one who delights in him; 
though he may stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him 
with his hand.” (Psalm 37: 23-24) 
 
Every blessing,  
 
Rhona 
 

 
 

THE GUILD 
 
Welcome to a new beginning, a new session and a 
new, or at least different, way of doing things. 
 
Sadly, we decided not to live stream the annual 
gathering on 4th September, but hope that you 

manage to watch it from the comfort of your own home.  
Hopefully, there will be nothing to deter us next year. 
 
Our first ‘in person’ meeting will be on Monday 13th September at 
2 pm when Rhona will lead us into the new session’s theme 
“Lights and Bushels”.  We will meet upstairs in the church which 
will allow us to space out, but our cuppa will be downstairs as 
usual. 
 
The dates for the remainder of 2021 are:   
11 October, 8 November and 13 December and we will confirm 
speakers etc. for these at our first meeting. 
 
Ann-Marie Coleman   



BIBLE STUDY  
 
This autumn the bible study group will 
be accepting “A Big Green Invitation” 
to join a free 7 week course called 
“Faith, Hope + Climate change”.  
The course will run online on Wednesday evenings 7-9 pm from 
15 September in the seven week countdown to COP26 in Glasgow  

Here’s what Trinity College has to say about the course:  

“This year, Glasgow will host COP26. Emphasising community 
action, the conference seeks to bring global powers ‘together for 
our planet’. For many Christians this is an important and much 
anticipated event. 

We feel called to fulfil our duty of care towards the creation which 
God called 'good', and every living thing. Come November, 
however, many of us will sit as onlookers to the conference, 
frustrated to be so distant from the action.  
 
Faith, Hope + Climate Change invites churches and faith groups 
from across the UK to join us as we gather online together for our 
planet, and together in our faith. Trinity College Glasgow will host 
seven evenings, each aiming to equip you with the inspiration to 
approach climate change activism within your wider communities. 
Each evening, we will invite you to learn from high-profile scholars 
and speakers, and get involved through three innovative action 
tracks, which will inspire you and support you over the 7 weeks to 
take creative and prophetic action in your church and community.”  

All are welcome (including children/teens) so contact Rhona if you 
would like to join in. 



 

 

BB 

September 

Report 

 

We started the 2021/22 session on Mon 23rd Aug with the 

Enrolment evening, hoping that this season will see a return to as 

near “normal” conditions as possible after two very disrupted 

years. The BB has tried to support Officers and Boys with online 

and home tasks, and achievement has generally been good, with 

boys gaining badges and indeed two boys having achieved their 

President’s Badge ahead of schedule. These boys now start to work 

to achieve their Queen’s Badge – the highest honour for them in 

the BB. During the summer the introduction of a new scheme 

called “GoWild” involving outdoor and innovative tasks has seen 

three Gold badges and one Bronze badge gained.  

We are now encouraging recruitment with schools being involved, 

and some good support being given – volunteering and Duke of 

Edinburgh Scheme being two examples.  

Come along on a Monday evening and give it a try – you will 

enjoy it!  

Take care and stay safe  

The BB Team 

  
‘SUMMER HOLIDAY’ PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
In the last edition we asked for photographs of summer holidays 

– these are included in the online version of the magazine. 



Holiday Snaps 

 

A view from Gummer's How in the Lake District.  
 

(taken by Harriet Paterson) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linlithgow – a view of the Palace (taken by Pamela Robertson) 

 

 
 

 



Can you guess where this was taken? 

 

 
 

 

 

Cruising Loch Linnhe to catch a view of the above train!  

 

 

 



 

The Kelpies 
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UBUNTU 
 

Ubuntu is a South African term meaning 

‘humanity to others’.  The word originated 

around mid-19th century within the Zulu 

community. It also means ‘I am what I am 

because of who we all are’. 

It focuses on community rather than the individual.  As such, it is 

an important reminder of how we are all connected and by 

supporting the Ubuntu shop in the Acorn Centre we can express 

that connectedness and help some of the poorest communities in 

the world.   

So, when reading Anthea’s piece for the magazine (below) and 

perhaps considering purchasing any of the Fairtrade items stocked 

by Ubuntu, it is worth remembering that unlike most of our 

purchases which are often bought purely for ‘ourselves’ these 

transactions connect us with a wider community of those who need 

and deserve our support. 

 

NEW TO UBUNTU (Anthea) 

 

It doesn’t seem so long ago that I was writing about the new 

summer fare available and now autumn is just around the corner. 

 

Deep Red Enamel Recycled Aluminium Vase.  The 

vase is cast using traditional sand casting and the 

enamel applied by hand with a brush.  Only the most 

experienced artisans can achieve this effect. Made in 

Northern India the artisans and workers earn a fair 

wage, the men and woman are paid equally, sick pay 

and holiday pay is given and time off for festivals - an 

important part of life in India. 

 



Hand Braided Jute Planter.  The planter is skilfully 

braided from jute and block printed. An organic way to 

display a pot plant.  Handmade in India. 

 

Decorative Metalwork Lantern.  Creates 

beautiful lighting effects from the candle 

glowing through the intricate cutwork metal design.  

Handcrafted in India. 

 

 

 

Elephant Carved Wooden Hooks.  Handcrafted 

elephant design made from sustainable mango wood.  

Handmade in India from a producer who specialises in 

bringing the craftsmanship of Saharanpur to the market. 

 

 

More new stock due in the coming weeks so keep an eye out. 

Going further around the corner 2022 calendars are now available 

to order (World in Your Kitchen, Women of The World, One 

World).   

 

To order or for any other queries please contact me at  

ubuntu@theacorncentre.org 

 

Anthea 

  



‘ACTS OF GOD’ AND ‘ACTS OF WAR’ 
 
When ‘natural’ disasters strike it’s natural for people to start asking 

why.  For many thousands of years and in many religions these 

tragedies have frequently been attributed to God or the Gods and 

even today in the sober world of finance and insurance we often 

see references to ‘Acts of God’. 

 

There is little reference in the New Testament to natural disasters.  

However, when he was questioned about the fall of the tower of 

Siloam (Luke 13:4) bible commentators make the point that Jesus’ 

response makes three things very clear.  Suffering is NOT equated 

or proportional to sinfulness, tragedy is NOT a sure sign of God’s 

judgment, and bad things do NOT happen only to bad people. 

 

There are many things which could be said 

about why, following on from the disaster in 

2010, another earthquake had such a 

devastating effect on Haiti. In particular many lament what could 

have been done but was not done to avoid or lessen the scale of the 

tragedy.  However, what is perhaps more important in the 

immediate term is to focus on how we respond to the devastation in 

the country. 

 

The same could be said of our response to the 

situation in Afghanistan and more broadly 

across the Middle East.  Arguments rage about 

blame but the real question – in the spirit of 

Ubuntu - is how can we help? 

 

There are numerous appeals for immediate aid for both Haiti and 

for the refugee crisis in war torn countries in the Middle East. We 

may not feel we can do or offer much to help but as Rhona says in 

her letter any acts of kindness gladden God’s heart. 
  



Children’s Pages 
It seems like only yesterday that we printed 

some pictures of school new starts – but it’s 

that time of the year again so here are a 

couple of children heading off for primary 

school for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mainly Music 

 
From the end of last session here is picture of David 
who turned 3 last month. He had a lovely time at the 
Transport Museum.  
 
In the online magazine we have pictures of the Mainly 
Music Play Day in Kellands Park. 

Currently Mainly Music are looking for volunteers to help with a 
young group of families in the church. We have lots of fun singing, 
dancing, playing and chatting! We meet every Tuesday morning 
during the school term. 
If interested please contact Jane Fraser 07792662070.  
Mainly Music will start up again at 10 am Tuesday 7th September.   

 Sophie 

Angus 



Mainly Music – Play Day Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Ellie and David 

Neve getting on top of 

her cousins| 



 

GOOD NEWS - the Bennachie Bike Ride is back! 

 

• The date is Saturday 18 September 2021 

• Start time 13:00 prompt from FETTERNEAR HALL 

• The route is the same as previous years though starting from 
a different point – Fetternear Hall  

• 23 miles with the option of a short cut or two 

 

Please consider joining us as a rider, sponsor, supporter or helper 
on the day.  More information can be found on the Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/bennachiebikeride or 

Website:  http://www.bennachiebikeride.weebly.com/ 

 

Willing helpers to act as marshals, registration personnel or tea 
makers are key to the success of the day so if you can help, please 
contact either Ann-Marie Coleman (07792376885) or Joyce Petrie 
(07733322598) 

 

  
  

https://www.facebook.com/bennachiebikeride
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bennachiebikeride.weebly.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3EXoxybcDkdnYfotAiPktkpq-4FyykLYEywnFsCi5XV3ISR191XRLr63M&h=AT3lcX2rySTV09pDydsTi6Tv12CFP9vDCxxVl1_IkSBy8CtvrvOYyFTYwH54zltYhtL1QVRlLRcr5tILQkNB8Hf1g3Yr2X_GAc9rXpeHeKLtl2Vw2aR-sHXpF5JZP92BIQ


Ways of connecting September 2021 
 
Although service numbers are no longer strictly 

controlled, we are still required to collect track and 

trace information and are following advice regarding 

some degree of physical distancing. For this reason, 

it is easier if folks continue to book places for in-person attendance 

at worship for the time being. Mask wearing is still required, unless 

exempt, as are other general precautions. Other church activities 

will continue to be a mix of in-person and online as appropriate.  

 
Sun 5 Sep     11 am combined in-building and online worship  

Zoom hospitality time will begin approximately 15        

minutes after the service finishes. Contact Rhona for the link.  

3 pm Junior Church via Zoom (nursery/early primary) 

4 pm Junior Church (later primary/early secondary) 

 

Thu 9 Sep    7.30 pm Kirk session via Zoom  

 

Sun 12 Sep    11 am combined in-building and online worship  

       Zoom hospitality time begins approximately.15 minutes  

     after the service finishes. Contact Rhona for the link.  

     

Wed 15 Sep     7 pm – 9 pm Zoom bible study:  

                         Faith, hope & climate change with Trinity College  

 

Sun 19 Sep    11 am combined in-building and online worship  

Zoom hospitality time will begin approximately 15        

minutes after the service finishes. Contact Rhona for the link.  

3 pm Junior Church via Zoom (nursery/early primary) 

4 pm Junior Church (later primary/early secondary) 

 

Wed 22 Sep     7 pm – 9pm Zoom bible study:  

                         Faith, hope & climate change with Trinity College  

 

Encounter   If you have any material for Encounter 

   email encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org by 22nd Sep 

 

 



Sun 26 Sep     11 am combined in-building and online worship  

       Zoom hospitality time begins approximately.15 minutes  

     after the service finishes. Contact Rhona for the link.  

 

Wed 29 Sep    7 pm – 9 pm Zoom bible study:  

                       Faith, hope & climate change with Trinity College  

 

 

Every Friday    11 am  Friday Fly (Zoom link available from Rhona) 

   Drop in for a blether any time between 11 and 12  

 

The prayer group continues to meet via WhatsApp. Prayer requests 

can be sent to olive.duncan@hotmail.co.uk or 

duncan.linda1@btinternet.com  

 

If you have internet access, please keep an eye on the website and 

the Inverurie West Church Facebook page for updates. You do not 

need to have a Facebook account to view the Inverurie West 

Church Facebook page.  

 

 

CHURCH CONTACT ADDRESS - Our contact email address 

for those looking for help with collection/delivery of supplies or 

medication is help@inveruriewestchurch.org. 

  

 

REMEMBER! 

 

To listen to the 11 am Sunday Services the dial-in 

phone line is 01467 343790. (Calls charged at local 

rates). 

 

 

  



 

 WHO’S WHO AT THE WEST 
 

Minister 
Rev Rhona Cathcart 
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org 

620285 

Session Clerks  Mark and Gillian Paterson 
sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org 

625675 

Church and Acorn Centre 
Administration 

Judith Will 

admin@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

670850 

 

Church Officer 
Kenneth Gray 

kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk  

 

620658 
 

Rollkeeper 
Ann-Marie Coleman 
rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620378 

 

Life & Work 
Irene Jamieson 
irenejamieson@live.co.uk 

 

Safeguarding Co- 

ordinators 
Valerie Napier 
Gail Buchan 

623279 
622145 

 

Transport Co-ordinator 
 

Linda Mathers 
 

622586 

Acorn Centre 
Management Team 

Laura Gray 
lauragray25@btinternet.com 

 

620658 

Environmental Matters 
Team 

Joy Doorghen 
doorghens@hotmail.com 

 

620823 

 

Fabric Team 
Jim Lyle 
jimlyle@hotmail.co.uk 

 

624159 

Finance Team Alan Sharp sharp3@btinternet.com  

 

Treasurer 
Alison Blair 
treasurer@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620677 

Committed Giving 
Envelopes 

Cindy Farquhar 
Cindyfarquhar25@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Gift Aid 
Mandy Aitken 
mandyaitken@sky.com 

 

07532 

487788 

 

Junior Church Team 
Biff Barrow 
biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk 

 

623096 

 

Pastoral Care Team 
 Rev Rhona Cathcart 

 r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620285 

 

Social/Fundraising Team 
Joyce Petrie 
joycepetrie21@hotmail.com 

 

620932 
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FLOWER CALENDAR - September  
 

Convenor : Eleanor Mitchell Tel No. 620852 

  

September 5th Irene Jamieson and Linda Mathers. 

12th  Linda Duncan 

19th  Joyce Petrie 

26th - 

 

 

 

 

ENCOUNTER ONLINE – Currently we are 

producing and distributing Encounter online and 

in print.   If you have not already provided details 

of your e-mail and would like to ensure you 

receive the online version please contact the 

Session Clerk (01467 625675) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We strive in Encounter to respect intellectual property rights. If  

you read or see anything which you feel infringes your copyright, 

please contact encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org, and the 

material will be removed immediately from the electronic version 

of the magazine. 


